REMARKS 

This amendment is responsive to the Office Action dated January 24 

SZfSSX*? i*** draw,nfl has ««•" accepted; daim 1 to oo^cted'to 
dwms 15-17 stand rejected under 35 USC 1 12. second paragraph 

Sf^rlS*? ^ 3 f . USC J 02 (»»i Cairns 9. 10 and U Snd rej^S under 
35USC 103(a), claims 2-8 and 1 M3 are objected to as (JepeitfingfrcT a 
^erted base da,m; and. claims 15-17 are indicated as oei^aBo^able rf 
rewritten to overcome the rejection thereto and include the Umftebons of the base 
claim from which they depend and any intervening daim. 

letters P S^^^' , daim 1 h8S 6660 re,written to capitalized 
2£? ^^^^i^' SU " esbons ofthe Examiner, the courtesies of 
wtuchj are gratefully acknowledged, the dependency of claims 15-1 7 has been 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the objection to claim 1 and 
rejection of claims 15-17 should be withdrawn. 

us *" tent 5,662,239 has been cited in support of the 35 USC 103(a) 
Jec*on^cla.ms9andl4. ft should be noted that the pontes tfthfe patent 

tl^J^T n ' 7* 0 L 52^' B ***** T^cinal Container 
Complete •nsta^ons". a completely different field of art. Therefor, the ensuing 

t ^^°J<*i*\ «** «ot indude any remarks^cted 

to this patent Further, clarification is respectfuliy requested. 

Two separate rejections of claim 1 under 35 USC 102(b) have been 
a^ied. in support of one of these rejections, US Patent 5.6S9.23S to Tobiia has 

■ nJ^f^J***™* ^PectfuBy traversed and their reconsideration 
k respectfully solicited. 

S?£^!l!Ll?SS? dfedoses a aarnng having a cylindrical pin member 
^ST?^ ^u a 1 en ? aS,n0 grO0ve; 8 c y ftndnc » ! fastener body or nut that is 
S2S^^S, a ^' tud,nal 3pW 8 roovo <* ^t; and, an engaging ridge (Col. 2. 1 
w-uol 3, |. B), The engaging ridge intimately contacts the engaging groove 
white the fastener body is caused to expand outwardly by pressure exerted on 
!f» sp« groove thereby enabling the fastener body to resume its former, at rest 
state after the ndge has been seated in the groove (Col. 4, II. 36-63) A circular 

^J^fTjt*?^ * ^Pfx* with finger rests to facilitate handling of 
the nut (Col. 4, B. 44-49). 


It a submitted to be patently dear that the patent to Tobrta does not 
suggest, much lass disclose, applicant's claimed outwardly extending spring 
fingers nor applicant's claimed outwardly extending user gripping tabs It is 
wither respectfully submitted that the longitudinal split groove or slit provided in 
the fastener body or nut is not the mechanical equivalent of nor does H perform 
the same function as afther applicant s spring fingers and/or user gripping tabs 

The patent to BurKett discloses post type earring fasteners having a 
conventional clutch with a finger operated dutch-catch (Col 2. H. 31-33) The 
clutch mechanism consists of two curls that circle upward, inward, downward and 
then outward to almost touch each other over a note formed m the base of the 
fastener (Col. 2, 1. 67-Coi. 3. 1. 3) The dutch-catch mechanism consists of two 
wings that extend upward and inward from the base positioned over the dutch 
mechanism until they touch one another. The edges of both wings are 
sharpened end have a semi-circular indentation offset from one another The 
wtngs are also provided with finger tabs near their sharpened edges that form a 
space between the inside of the finger tab end the outer sharpened comer of the 
edge of an opposite wing (Col. 3, U, 4-13). 

To secure an eamng post, the post is inserted through the hole in the 
base plata forcing the dutch cuds apart which, in ten, grip and guide the post to 
the area of the sernkarcleson the wings forcing them apart and enabling the 
post to be extended beyond their sharpened edges whereupon the sharpened 
edges come together to grip and secure the post During insertion and securing 
of the post the finger tabs or wings can be BO^eezed to assist tteal^nment of 
the semi-circular indentations and facilitate the passing of the post tneremfough 
(Col 3, H. 18-30). 

As with the patent to Tobtta, it is respectfully submitted that the patent to Burkelt 
does not suggest, much Jess disclose applicant's daimed outwardly extending 
spring fingers and/or aop^icanfs claimed outward 
which are provided to facilitate removal of a jewelry post not guide its insertion. 
It is further respectfuHy submitted that the Burkett patent does not disclose any 
elements that are the mechanical equivalent of appficent's spring fingers and/or 
user gripping tabs 

ft is further respectfully submitted that the Burkett disclosure does not cure 
any of the deficiencies noted above in the Tobrta patent nor does the Tobita 
disclosure cure any of the deficiencies note above with respect to the BurKett 
patent. 

The patent to Tobita, supra, has been combined with US Patent 1,201,549 
to Brumbach to support the 35 USC 103(a) rejection of daim 9. 

This rejection is respectfully traversed and its reconsideration is 
respectfully solicited. 


The patent to Brumbach is directed to and discloses a hat pin protector 
having a head, a shank, and an elongated casing which is provided with a finger 
piece to assist in affixing and removing the hat pin. Also included is a cone 
shaped cap mat receives the pointed end of the hat pin and opposed jaws that 
grip the shank of the hat pin and hold it in place. 

h is respectfully submitted that the hat pin protector disclosed in the 
Brumbach patent does not include any elements recited in applicant's claims. 

It should be noted that while this patent to Brumbach is cited in support of 
the 35 USC 103(a) rejection of daim 9, there is no statement in the Office Action 
that indicates why this reference was cited and relied upon. 

The patents to Tobita and Burkett f 453), supra, have been combined with 
US Patent 5,906, 1 14 to Rissin to support the 35 USC 1 03(a) rejection of daim 
10. 

This rejection it also respectfully traversed and its reconsideration is respectfully 
solicited. 

The Rissin patent discloses an earring stabilizer that extends upwardly 
from a dip hinge and b disposed parallel to a common earring to engage the 
•murrente conchae of the ear (Fig. 6; Col. 3, ti. 7-22) 

Applicant's claim 10 recites that the earring stabifizer extends mtOaBy 
outward from the base plate recited in claim 1, trie claim from which it depends. 
It is submitted. thereJor, that the Rissin disclosure does not render applicant' 
claimed wBafy disposed slabiteer obvious whetnerconsioeTBd singly cr in 
combination with the Tobita and/or the Burkett f 453) disclosures Further, daim 
- 10 recites a further embodiment of the earring recited in daim 1 and, with a 
finding of allowability of daim 1 , It is submitted mat daim 10 should also be found - 
aftowabfe. 

The patents, supra, to Tobita, Brumbach and Rissin have been combined 
to support the 35 USC 103(a) rejection of claim 14. 

This rejection is respectfully traversed and its reconsideration is 
respectfully solicited. 

Claim 14 Is similar to rejected claim 10 discussed above as it also recites 
that the earring of daim 9. from which it depends, includes a radially extending 
stabilizer. As with claim 10, it is respectfully submitted that the references relied 
upon to support trie rejection of daim 14 do not render the embodiment of this 
daim obvious whether these references are considered singly or in combination. 


combination, and that apphcanfa claims d^^toLSSr^^ 3 1 10 
ra«v\«a/i«ro*i^ ~t »ZL "^ 7IM,,n ° aaime oertne patentable invention. Favorable 

Please char^ any additional fees to Deposit Account No. 06-0515 


Respectfully submitted, 



Stapna^E. Penman 
Attorney for Appbcant(s) 
Reg No. 22,473 

12 East 41" Street 
New York, NY 10017 

212-532-6585 
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Version of Claim 1 With Markings to Show Changes Made 

A jewelry clasp for gripping the post of a piece of jewelry . said jewelry 
dasp comprising. 7 

fAJ s base plate having a first surface for facing toward said piece of 
jewelry and a second surface for facing away from said piece of jewelry 
an opening in said base plate for passing a jewelry post therethrough; ' 

(At) at least one spring finger extending outwardly from said second 
surface to e position where a portion of the spring linger can frictionaMy 
engage a side surface of a jewelry post when said post is passed throuah 
said opening; gnji, y 

(Atj fit least one user gripping tab extending outwardly from said base 
plate second surface to a position where said tab can be gripped by a user 
tor removal of said jewelry clasp from said post. 
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